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Attachment 1 
Agenda Item Summary 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Landowner Preference (LOP) program was first implemented by the 
Oregon Legislature in 1982. With the impending sunset of a law enacted 
first by the 1995 Legislative Assembly (Section 2, chapter 460, Oregon 
Laws 1995), which establishes portions of the LOP program, the 
Department made the decision to review the LOP Program. As a result, a 
Landowner Preference Review Committee of represented affected 
stakeholders was created to discuss the LOP program and recommend 
changes. 
 
At the May 9, 2008 Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) 
Meeting in La Grande, Department staff provided a summary of 
recommendations developed with the assistance of the Review 
Committee.  Recommendations were divided into three categories, 
internal actions, concepts that would require legislation and Oregon 
Administrative Rule (OAR) changes that would require Commission 
action. 
 
The Commission directed the Department to develop alternatives for 
deliberation and consideration for adoption at the October 10, 2008 
Commission Meeting in Salem for three Commission action items; 
implementation of adopted changes would occur in 2009.   
 

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Landowner Preference Review Committee included representatives 
from Oregon Hunters Association, Oregon Bow Hunters Association, 
Oregon Cattlemen’s Association, Oregon Farm Bureau Federation, 
Foundation for North American Wild Sheep, Oregon Guides and Packers 
and one landowner at large.  Oregon State Police and ODFW staff 
facilitated the meetings, provided information and advised the LOP 
Review Committee during the meetings.  The Committee met four times 
to review the current LOP program and develop recommendations for the 
Commission.  All organizations and committee members attended or had 
substitute representation at the meetings. 
 
Recommendations put forward by the Landowner Preference Review 
Committee were discussed in detail at the May 9, 2008 Commission 
Meeting in La Grande and public testimony was taken at the meeting. 

ISSUE 1 
 

Develop alternatives for changing the minimum acreage to receive tags 
for hunting antlered deer and elk in Eastern Oregon.  Alternatives range 
from the current 160 acre minimum to a 640 acre minimum.  
 

ANALYSIS 
 

A majority of the LOP Review Committee recommended the minimum 
acreage for landowners in eastern Oregon eligible to receive tags for 
antlered animals (buck deer and bull elk) be increased from 160 acres to 
640 acres.  Reasons for the suggestion include, decreasing the “splitting” 
of properties (dividing large blocks into multiple 160 acre parcels, 
because many properties of 160 acres do not regularly support deer or elk, 
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and because some individuals in this situation hunt areas other than the 
registered property illegally.  Also, antlerless tags would continue to be 
available to respond to damage. 
 
Options presented for consideration: 

1. Maintain the minimum of 160 acres.  
2. Increase the minimum to 320, 480, or 640 acres. 
3. Add new category, landowners in eastern Oregon registering from 

160 to 640 acres would be eligible for 1 antlered tag for deer and 1 
antlered tag for elk. 

 
Increasing the minimum acreage could affect up to approximately 1,950 
currently registered landowners depending upon the option selected. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Maintain the current 160 acre minimum 
2. Increase the minimum to 320, 480, or 640 acres. 
3. Add a new category eligible for one tag. 

 
STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

Option 2. Increase the minimum to 640 acres. 
 

ISSUE 2 
 

(A) Create a new tag allocation table for acreages larger than 20,000 
acres. 
(B) Propose a drawing process for the larger acreages. 
 

ANALYSIS 
 

The intent of these two tasks is to increase the number of tags available to 
landowners with 20,000 or more acres and to increase likelihood that 
large landowners will receive a larger percentage of the tags. 
 
(A)  Two tables in Attachment 3 provide alternatives for increasing the 
LOP tag allocation for landowners with 20,000 or more acres.  Potential 
increase in tags for a landowner ranges from 1 to 6 tags depending on the 
number of registered acres and the alternative selected. 
 
(B)  The draw process discussed here affects only those hunts with a 
limited number of LOP tags available.  These are primarily hunts for 
branched bull elk in a few Units in northeast Oregon and late season mule 
deer buck hunts. 
 
The current draw process was developed with the intent of spreading tags 
equally among all eligible landowners. This reduces the chance of a 
landowner not having a tag valid for their property drawn.  The 
alternative presented would change the draw process and change the 
distribution of tags. have 
 
Currently, each landowner, regardless of property acreage, begins the 
drawing with one applicant having a chance to draw a tag until a tag has 
been drawn for each property or all tags have been drawn.  
 
 



Under this proposal consecutive individuals associated with the same 
landowner could receive tags rather than the current system where a 
second person on the same property would not be eligible for a tag until 
individuals on other properties had been awarded tags. 
 

OPTIONS 
 

(A) 1a. Increase the maximum number of tags available to landowners  
with 20,000 or more acres to 8, 10, 12, or 14 tags; or  
       1b. to a maximum of 10, 12, 14, or 16 tags as determined by the 
number of acres registered in the LOP Program, and  

   
  2.  Maintain current maximum number of tags available 

 
(B) 1. Direct staff to implement a new draw process for limited   
landowner tags 

  2.  Maintain the current draw process 
 

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 
 

(A) Option 1a. 
(B) Option 1. 

 
ISSUE 3 
 

Provide for suspending landowners from the LOP program (for up to two 
years) for convicted violations of LOP rules.  

ANALYSIS 
 

 Adopt OARs suspending landowners from participating in the LOP 
program for violation of LOP rules 
 

OPTIONS 
 

1. Provide for suspending landowners from participating in the LOP 
program for violation of LOP rules.  

2. Leave existing rules silent on this issue. 
  

STAFF 
RECOMMENDATION 

Option 1. 

 
 

I move to amend OAR chapter 635, division 75 as proposed by staff. DRAFT MOTION 
 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE Upon filing 
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